PRESS RELEASE

April 17, 2020

PIMA COVID-19 Relief Activities

Guests:

*  Prof. Muhammad Azeemuddin (President PIMA Karachi)

*  Prof. Misbahul Aziz (Ex Central President Pakistan Islamic Medical Association — PIMA)
*  Prof Sohail Akhter (Ex Central President Pakistan Islamic Medical Association — PIMA)
*  Dr. Atif Hafeez Siddiqui (Ex President PIMA Karachi)

*  Prof. Qaiser Sajjad (Secretary General, PMA Centre)

*  Dr. Fayyaz Alam (GS, Dua Foundation)

e Dr. M. Omer Sultan (Chairman, YDA Sindh)

*  Dr. Pir Manzoor (GS, PMA Sindh)

*  Dr.Imran Hamid (GS, PIMA Karachi)

PIMA’s role since March 25, 2020:

* So far 5 million worth of protective kits (PPE) have been provided to Doctors and
healthcare workers in KHI in collaboration with Dua Foundation

* Approximately 3000 protective items were distributed among doctors in different
hospitals of Karachi (JPMC, Lyari General Hospital, Civil Hospital, Abassi Shaheed Hospital,
Qatar Hospital)

* Launched nationwide free telemedicine "PIMA Healthline" service with a provision of over
140 medical experts' providing free medical guidance through telephone and WhatsApp.
Average 150 calls per day. More than 4,000 patients have benefited so far

*  With increasing calls, another Healthline service has been launched by name of POB
Healthline dedicated for eye related problems only

* 10 video messages from medical professionals for public awareness

» 8 different guidelines and publications of precautionary measures to prevent spread from
this outbreak in the public through social media, TV and newspapers.

* Published guidelines for the use of PPE for doctors and GPs practices in current situations

*  PIMA Karachi has announced Volunteer program where 40 healthcare professionals
including physicians and paramedics have registered for offering their services during this
trying times

* Inthe early day of virus spread, instructions for worshipers and mosques were issued, with
the help of many prominent scholars

* Aseparate page, ‘Coronavirus update’ is created on PIMA website, where all guidelines
and news from PIMA are being uploaded.

* Online meetings of PIMA office bearers are also being held regularly to discuss strategies.
An online lecture series from the Dawat o Tarbiat Department has also been launched



DEMANDS AND SUGGESTIONS

PIMA would like to highlight some key challenges and issues that may worsen the
situation if the competent authorities do not take action in time.

1. PIMA demands strict enforcement of lockdown and prevention of congregations
of all sorts to contain the rapid spread of COVID — 19

2. No or minimal representation and involvement of technocrats / doctors’
associations at government level. PIMA demands SINDH govt. to involve
representatives from public sector universities / hospitals and representatives
from medical organizations who are actively fighting this deadly disease. PIMA
KHI, PMA and YDA are willing to collaborate with govt in this critical time.

3. Lack of provision of PPEs in public sector hospitals by government despite of
having resources. Doctors are contracting infection due to lack of PPEs. Now
young doctors started looking towards NGOs, instead of government for PPEs.
PIMA Karachi demands for the timely provision of PPEs as delay in provision would
lead to disaster.

4. No guidelines are provided by government for safe practice & use of PPE which
lead to transmission of infection to healthcare providers. PIMA may help
government in developing guidelines.

5. Indifferent attitude of Private hospitals in equipping their employees with
necessary PPEs. This is sheer ignorance putting healthcare providers at risk.

6. Opening of OPDs in both public and private sectors without proper SOPs. This will
lead to sudden increase in cases.

7. PIMA also demands for the job security of physicians working in private and public
hospitals

8. Underutilization of Field isolation center at EXPO needs a revisit for optimum
usage

9. PIMA KHI humbly demands traders and Ulema to revisit their decision and
suggestions on opening of shops and gatherings at mosques in the larger interest
of the nation.

10. PIMA demands for proper sanitization and decontamination of COVID wards in
public hospitals that are currently in very bad shape and adding injury to the
current situation

11.

We need support of doctors, public, philanthropists, government, and NGOs to fight this
together. We pray Allah SWT for His Mercy and giving us strength and resources to carry
on till it is required.



