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PIMA appeals to the government, religious scholars and the general public.

Pakistan Islamic Medical Association (PIMA) urged the government to revisit the
lockdown relaxation decision and requested to ensure physical distancing in public
places, and also appealed to the religious scholars to review the decision of offering
prayers with jamaat in the mosques.

In a statement on Wednesday, President of Pakistan Islamic Medical Association Prof
Muhammad AfzalMian said that in the last few days, the number of corona patients
and deaths in Pakistan have risen sharply, raising concerns amongst doctors. One of
the reasons for this may be the increase in the number of corona tests done, it is
now clearly evident that the disease spreads not only by the sick but also by those
who are apparently healthy and have no symptoms (carriers).

He further reminded that with the spread of the corona, the number of these virus
carriers who are apparently healthy will increase rapidly enhance the spread to
general public will increase. The pace of expansion in Pakistan is quite similar to that
of other corona infected countries.

He feared according to government’s projected figures that in the next few weeks,
the number of patients and consequent deaths may increase rapidly beyond the
capacity of our existing health care.

The only way precious lives can be saved is to slow the infection rate down by
physical distancing.

Therefore, he said, PIMA strongly urges the government to revisit the lockdown
relaxing decision, rather continue with closure of markets, shopping centers and
other public places for the next few weeks to slow down the cases.

PIMA also appealed to the Ulama to review the decision of worship in the mosques
in view of prevailing threats and to keep the prayers in jamaat only to the staff of the
mosque, as before. Worshipers should be encouraged to offer prayers at home. In
this way, the mosques will remain open, and the general people will be prevented
from falling ill. In view of the social and cultural values of Pakistan, Taraveeh prayers
should also be offered at homes rather than in the mosques, in the light of the
teachings of the Holy Prophet (SAW).

12, Shalimar Centre, F-8 Markaz, Islamabad
m Tel: +92 51 2261943 m Fax: +92 51 2857132 m Email: pima@dsl.net.pk = Web: www.pima.org.pk



